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Ths  Hi/lory  of  the  Cafe  of  a Foetus  found  in  the 
Right  Ovarium.,  By  Dr  For  re  [tier,  Cheva- 
lier of  the  Order  of  the  King  of  France,  Phy- 
fcian  to  bis  Army  in  North  America,  and 
Firft  Phyjician  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  Mon - 
feur. 

I Was  called  on  the  18th  of  March  1784, 
to  fee  the  wife  of  a porter  who  had 
been  troubled  with  colic  pains  from  the 
month  of  November  preceding.  I found 
her  confiderably  emaciated,  with  a feverifh, 
fmall,  and  hard  pulfe,  frequent  retchings 
without  effedt,  and  a continual  tenef- 
mus.  She  told  me  fhe  had  not  menftrua- 
ted  fince  the  month  of  September  laft  ; 
that  at  that  period  fhe  fell  much  in  the  fame 
way  fhe  had  done  formerly  in  four  prece- 
ding pregnancies,  which  had  all  terminated 
happily ; that  for  the  two  firft  months  of  this, 
fhe  had  enjoyed  perfedt  health,  but  upon  a 
journey  to  Fontaine- Bleau,  where  fhe  had 
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bufinefs,  fire  was  feized  with  violent  colic 
pains  in  her  lower  belly,  which  had  conti- 
nued  ever  fince  ; and  that  at  that  period 
her  pains  were  considerably  increafed. 

After  this  account,  having  no  doubt  of 
the  patient  being  in  a pregnant  Sate,  I or- 
dered a man-midwife  to  be  called,  who  con- 
firmed my  diag'noftic  ; and  we  prefcribed  a 
proper  treatment,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  pains  were  quieted  during  three  weeks. 

On  the  8th  of  April  following,  the  pains 
returned,  with  a violent  Ihivering,  a great 
degree  of  fever,  and  a confiderable  lofs  of 
blood,  very  black,  and  mixed  with  hard  clots 
of  a flefhy  appearance. 

Upon  examining  the  uterus,  its  orifice 
did  not  appear  to  be  dilated.  I ordered  a 
bleeding  at  the  arm,  and  afterwards  a fe- 
cond,  after  which  fhe  parted  a tolerable 

i 

quiet  night.  As  the  circumftances  of  the 
patient  left  us  in  great  uncertainty  what  to 
conclude,  we  continued  to  quefiion  her  very 
particularly,  when,  to  our  great  aftonifii- 
ment,  fhe  told  us  flie  believed  fhe  parted 
thefe  clots  by  the  anus.  We  immediately 
ordered  a glyfter  to  be  adminiftered,  which 
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was  loon  followed  by  a ftool  of  black  blood, 
in  which  there  floated  two  clots  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  former  ones,  although  during 
the  difcharge  the  precaution  was  taken  to 
fhut  the  pafiage  from  the  vagina. 

No  longer  doubting  of  the  fad,  the  next 
queftion  was,  to  difcover  from  what  vefiels 
the  blood  came.  The  matter  difcharged 
had  not  the  appearance  of  the  morbus  niger, 
-and  had  ftill  lefs  refemblance  to  the  hsemor- 
rhoidal  flux.  Could  the  phcenomena  be  ac- 
counted for,  by  fuppofing  an  adhefion  of  the 
redum  to  the  uterus  ? 

In  this  ftate  of  doubt  refpeding  the  true 
nature  of  the  difeafe,  it  was  ftill  impoffible 
not  to  fee  the  danger  attending  it.  The 
continuance  of  the  haemorrhage,  and  the 
fainting  fits  with  which  it  was  followed, 
terminated  in  the  death  of  our  patient,  on 
the  10th  of  April,  &bout  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening. 

We  proceeded  next  day  to  examine  the 
body,  by  difledion,  aftifted  by  Mr  Gauchez 
furgeon  and  man-midwife,  and  Mr  Villete 
apothecary.  We  found  the  liver,  fpleen,  fto- 
mach,  and  fmall  Miieftines,  in  the  ordinary 
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found  (late.  But  both  the  right  and  left 
iliac  regions  contained  each  a tumour.  The 
uterus  lodged  in  the  left  was  of  the  lize 
of  a new-born  child’s  head.  It  was  of  a 
whitilh  colour,  all  the  blood-veflels  appear- 
ing obliterated.  Having  opened  it  through 
its  whole  extent,  we  found  its  coats  about 
an  inch  thick  at  the  fundus,  and  gradually 
diminilhing  to  its  cervix.  This  organ, 
though  a little  dilated,  approached  a good 
deal  to  its  natural  Hate,  and  the  cavity 
would  hardly  have  contained  a fmall  hen’s 

egg- 

We  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  tu» 
mour  which  occupied  the  right  fide.  It  had 
the  form,  and  was  nearly  the  fize  of  a large 
hog’s  bladder  diftended  with  air.  It  had 
a general  adhelion  to  the  neighbour- 
ing parts,  which  began  from  its  bottom, 
to  the  inteftirium  caecum,  and  embra- 
ced the  whole  of  the  colon  to  its  figmoid 
flexure,  where  it  appeared  engrafted  in  the 
tumour.  It  was  alfo  attached  to  the  mefen- 
teric  part  of  the  large  inteftines.’  The  epi- 
ploon was  flightly  united  to  it,  and  as  it 
were  laid  upon  its  fuperior  and  anterior 
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part.  In  Ihort,  it  feemed  to  have  attached 
itfelf  intimately  to  all  the  neighbouring 
vifcera.  Thefe  had  preferved  their  natural 
colour,  except  the  inteftines,  which,  from 
the  caecum  to  the  reclum,  were  black,  and 
filled  with  blood. 

After  having  eafily  feparated  the  adhe- 
fions  of  the  tumour,  except  at  the  point 
correfponding  to  the  figmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon,  where  a very  firm  adhefion  was 
formed,  we  proceeded  to  examine  the  Fal- 
lopian tubes.  The  left  was  in  its  natural 
date.  Its  opening  into  the  uterus  was  free, 
though  a little  more  difficult  than  in  the  found 
condition  of  that  organ.  We  then  puffed 
to  the  right  tube,  the  canal  of  which  was 
obliterated,  and  refilled  the  introduction  of 
the  fmalleft  probe.  The  inftrument  feemed. 
likely  to  penetrate  into  the  tumour,  but  the 
reliftance  it  met  with  was  too  ftrong  not  to 
make  us  afraid  of  occafioning  a forced  paf- 
fage,  which  would  have  thrown  uncertainty 
upon  the  refult  of  our  refearches. 

Having  made  this  examination,  and  being 
convinced  that  this  tumour  was  nothing  but 
the  right  ovarium  prodigioufly  dilated,  we 
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opened  it  through  its  whole  length.  We 
found  it  filled  with  blood,  and  with  clots  re- 
fembling  thefe  which  the  patient  had  void- 
ed by  the  anus. 

Having  directed  the  hand  to  the  point  of 
adhefion  of  the  inteftine  with  the  tumour, 
we  drew  from  it  a very  confiderable  clot, 
which  had  formed  itfelf  there.  This  con- 
firmed us  in  the  opinion  of  the  exiitence  of 
a communication  between  the  tumour  and 
the  inteftine.  Profecuting  cur  refearch.es 
farther  with  regard  to  the  contents  of  the 
tumour,,  we  felt  bones  which  we  difcovered 
to  be  the  entire  Ikeleton  of  a foetus  almoft 
totally  putrid.  The  membranes,  however, 
of  the  umbilical  cord  were  not  entirely  in  a 
ftate  of  putrefaction.  By  means  of  thefe,  we 
arrived  at  the  placenta,  which  was  placed 
to  the  right  upon  the  bottom  of  the  tumour. 

The  extreme  fcetor  of  this  new  matrix, 
and  of  the  inteftines,  would  not  permit  us 
to  continue  our  refearches  any  longer.  But 
the  formation  and  exiftence  of  the  foetus  in 
the  right  ovarium  were  inconteftibly  proved ; 
and  this  was  the  eflential  objecft. 

The  new  matrix,  with  the  foetus,  remo- 
ved. 
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ved  from  the  body,  were  made  to  undergo 
feveral  walkings  with  camphorated  vinegar, 
being  previoufly  put  into  a balket,  to  pre- 
vent the  disjoining  of  the  parts,  the  extre- 
mities and  trunk  of  which  were  held  toge- 
ther only  by  their  ligaments. 

The  foetus  was  almoft  in  a complete  date 
of  maceration.  All  the  mufcles,  except  a 
very  fmall  part  of  thofe  which  belong  to  the 
linea  alba  and  the  tendinous  extremities, 
were  totally  deftroyed,  as  were  likewife,  the 
lixer,  the  fpleen,  and  the  lungs.  There  re- 
mained nothing  of  the  heart  but  its  cover- 
ings. The  membranes  of  the  brain  were 
fallen  into  the  cavity  of  the  cranium.  There 
was  no  veftige  of  the  parts  of  generation. 
The  nails  of  the  fingers,  however,  were  pre- 
ferved. 

The  fkeleton  was  fifteen  inches  long, 
the  upper  extremities  were  five  inches  and 
a half,  and  the  lower  five  inches  in  length. 
The  ofiification  was  as  perfedt  as  that  of  any 
infant  in  the  womb.  The  cotula,  the  fter- 
num,  the  iliac  bones,  and  even  the  parts 
which  generally  are  laft  formed,  were  all 
perfectly  complete. 
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